Indications for Cardiovascular MRI

Case 6: Right Atrial Thrombus
This 34 year old patient was transferred to the NIH for further treatment of leukemia. He had a chronic indwelling catheter in his SVC and right atrium that contributed to the formation of a thrombus (blood clot) in the right atrium. This diagnosis was confirmed at thoracic surgery. This appearance is typical of intracardiac thrombus on fast gradient echo images. The thrombus appears dark before and after gadolinium contrast administration.

Sagittal view: (head at top, chest at left, spine at back)

 

	Structures: 

RA = right atrium (note black thrombus attached to inferior RA wall)
T = thrombus
SVC = superior vena cava (with line representing indwelling catheter)
CW = chest wall
LA = left atrium
PA = right pulmonary artery
V = vertebral bodies
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