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The Education Director’s Column

 This note is to call your attention to the work of the Fellows
Advisory Committee, an essential part of the DIR Office of
Education.  This committee is comprised of NHLBI fellows who
volunteer their time and efforts to participate in designing and
implementing programs that benefit all NHLBI Fellows, and to be
the “eyes and ears” for the Office of Education.  The list of
current members of the committee is presented on the sidebar
at the left.  Our goal is to have at least one representative from
each Lab and Branch.  
 The Committee has major input into each of the activities
that are run by the Office of Education.  The major one, of course,
is the Fellows Retreat, an annual event that brings together
many of our fellows at an off-campus location.  The next retreat
is scheduled for April 23-24, 2007, so mark your calendars.  The
committee selects speakers, arranges the program, and
provides essential help to make sure the retreat works for you.  
 The members of the committee have been instrumental in
suggesting and planning the two major monthly activities
sponsored by the Office of Education: the Career Development
Seminars and the Fellows Science and Social Hour.  In addition,
they serve as a welcoming committee for new fellows.
 Regular meetings of the committee are held once a month,
at 4:00 PM on the second Monday of the month.  If you would
like to participate in these meetings, please contact the office for
an invitation.
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OE Programming Takes a Summer Break
 The Career Development Seminars and Fellows Science and Social 
Hours are on break for the months of July and August. The office looks forward
to an upcoming season of inspiring new presentations and entertaining social 
hours starting in September of 2006. Though our programs may be taking a 
break, our office is always around for you. 
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Dr. Kang Chen is a 
recent fellow in the 
Laboratory of 
Biophysical 
Chemistry under the 
supervision of Dr. 

Nico Tjandra.  He comes to the 
NHLBI with a Ph.D. in Chemistry from 
New York University. During his 
tenure in this institute, Dr. Chen will 
be working on biophysical modeling 
techniques.

Dr. Stephane 
Lefrançois is a recent 
fellow in the under 
the auspice of Dr. 
Rosa Puertollano in 
the Laboratory of 

Cell Biology. He received his Ph.D. in 
Anatomy and Cell Biology from 
McGill University in Montreal, 
Canada. Dr. Lefrançois will be 
working on the lysosomal trafficking 
mucolipin-3. 

Dr. Geng Liu is a 
new visiting fellow in 
the Vascular 
Medicine Branch 
under the auspice of 
Mark Gladwin. She 

joins the NHLBI with an M.D. and 
Ph.D. in Pathophysiology from 

Zhejiang University School of 
Medicine, Hangzhou, China. Dr. Liu 
will be working on the role of nitric 
oxide in sickle cell disease. 

Dr. Attila Nagy is a 
visiting fellow in the 
Laboratory of 
Molecular 
Physiology under the
supervision of Jim 

Sellers.  Dr. Nagy received his Ph.D. 
in Muscle Biophysics from the Eötvös 
University in Budapest, Hungary and 
will be working on the structure and 
function of myosins while at the 
NHLBI. 

Dr. Hisayuki 
Yukoyama has 
recently joined the 
Hematology Branch 
as a visiting fellow 
under the 

supervision of Dr. Richard Childs. Dr. 
Yukoyama comes to the NHLBI with 
an M.D. and Ph.D. in Rheumatology 
and Hematology from the Tohoku 
University School of Medicine in 
Sendai, Japan. His project will concern
stem cell transplantation for 
hematological diseases.

New NHLBI Fellows Changing Faces of the 
Fellows Advisory 

Committee

  Congratulations to the newest
members of the Fellows Advisory
Committee, who will serve as the
representatives to all of our NHLBI
laboratories. This month, we welcome
Drs. Leticia Cano, Kang Chen, Hongjun
Liu, Amar Sethi, Sruti Shiva Song, to the
committee’s table and look forward to a
productive year!
       As we welcome these new additions,
we also say farewell to our departing
members. These former committee
members have dedicated an abundance
of time and effort to improving the social
and educational advancement of all
NHLBI fellows. Best of luck to Drs.
Dawei Liao, Ryan Morris, Marina Lee,
and Lina Li. I know they will be shining
stars wherever their passions may take
them.

Jessica’s Corner

n July 4th, I joined the thousands of other tourists and patriotic spectators who braved the weather to watch the 
fireworks on the National Mall. It was actually my first time ever being ON the mall with all of these people. 
Usually, I’m on a sidewalk, or a rooftop, or even on the GW Parkway. This year, as I sat in front of the US Capitol 

staring up at the sky, I was amazed at how a few sparks of light could bring people together. I looked around at the 
hundreds  of other people from all different ethnicities, creeds, and even citizenships, who had waited all day with their 
small children - even through the terrible thunderstorm! - just to catch a few fireworks that they’ve seen every year. As I 
let Stevie Wonder play in the background, I found myself still looking to the sky and saying “Wow.” This, my dear fellows, 
is the advice that I share with you: Remember, every now and then, to look to the sky for inspiration and amazement. You 
never know what wonder you’ll rediscover.  

O
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